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Book Review 
Laboratory Instruction in Biochemislry, by ISRAEL 

S. KLEINER and LOUIS B.  DOTTI. 188 pages. 73/4 
x (looseleaf). 1940. St. Louis: C. V. hlosby 
Co. $1.50. 

This is a collection of laboratory experiments in 
elementary biochemistry on individual punched 
sheets which can be included in a laboratory note- 
book. The collection is intended for medical stu- 
dents and includes simple directions for elementary 
experiments in the biochemistry of carbohydrates, 
fats, proteins, milk, blood, urine, metabolism, food, 
etc. While intended primarily for medical students, 
it should also be of interest t o  pharmacy teachers and 
students.-A. G. D. 

Further Observations on the 
Use of Aloe Vera Leaf in the 

Treatment of Third 
Degree X-Ray 

React ions * 
By Tom D. Rowet, B. K. Lovellx and Lloyd M. 

Parks** 

In  1940 one of us (T. D. R.) published a 
preliminary report on the use of fresh Aloe 
Vera jell in the treatment of third degree x- 
ray reactions on white rats (1). Attention 
was called at  that time to the modern use of 
this leaf in the treatment of such reactions 
in humans. It should also be pointed out 
that various species of Aloe have been em- 
ployed for centuries to promote the healing 
of wounds and fire burns. Thus, Turner in 
156s (2) cited the use of “the herbe Aloe is to 
hele wounds,” and Coxe in 1818 (3) referred 
to the use of powdered aloe “to check 
heamorrhagies in recent wounds.” Various 
other references have from time to time men- 
tioned aloe, either fresh or dry, as a healing 
agent. The present report deals with fur- 
ther observations on the use of the fresh jell, 
or pulp, of the leaf, as well as other portions 
of the leaf, in the treatment of experimen- 
tally produced third degree X-ray reactions 
on the skin of white rats. 

The procedure followed in producing the 
X-ray reactions and the method of treatment 
in the present report are essentially the 
same as those described in the first report, 
with the following differences: rats were 
given a single dose of 4000 r instead of in 
divided doses since i t  was found that a single 
dose a t  this level was not toxic; ether was 
used for anesthesia in place of pentobarbital; 
control areas received no treatment of any 
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